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Outside perspectives provide a
sharp contrast to the way Brigham
Young saw himself: “My whole life
is devoted to . . . service and while I
regret that my mission is not better
understood by the world, the time will
come when I will be understood and
I leave to futurity the judgment of my
labors and their results as they shall
become manifest” (267). The authors
have contributed well to this end. Both
Latter-day Saints and others who are
interested in Mormon history will want
to read this multifaceted examination
of the man the authors describe as
“enigmatic,” “vilified,” and “the most
misunderstood individual on the lists
of the 100 greatest and most influential
Americans” (xiii).
—Kimberly Webb Reid
Images of the New Jerusalem: Latter
Day Saint Faction Interpretations of
Independence, Missouri, by Craig S.
Campbell (Knoxville: University of
Tennessee Press, 2004)
Other than being the hometown of
former United States President Harry
Truman, Independence, Missouri, does
not have much extraordinary history
to offer mainstream America. Unless,
as Craig S. Campbell rightly points out
in this noteworthy book, one considers a specific religious heritage held by
several related movements; then the
history is “one that transcends the prosaic and is very beautiful, fantastic in
fact, depending on ‘which end of the
day you see it from’” (xiii–xiv). Within
several blocks in this city, one can find
temples, churches, and visitors’ centers
belonging to several different groups all
claiming this area to be sacred space.
Regardless of what each group believes
today, they all share a common history
that involves a prophet, a place, and a
promised future.
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Craig S. Campbell, professor of
geography at Youngstown State University, has contributed a fine volume
to Mormon historiography with his
Images of the New Jerusalem: Latter
Day Saint Faction Interpretation of
Independence, Missouri. In the preface,
he describes the book’s objective as “a
historical interpretation of the millennial geography of Independence and
its surroundings as seen by the Latter
Day Saint churches” (xiv). “Churches”
is listed in the plural, and a hyphen is
missing between “Latter” and “Day,”
because the book focuses on several
religious movements that claim lineage
from Joseph Smith, mainly focusing on
the LDS Church, the RLDS Church (now
known as the Community of Christ),
and the Church of Christ (Temple Lot).
The result is a rich manuscript chronicling how these different people have,
for almost two centuries, viewed an
area that they believe has both a sacred
past and a millennial future.
While the history of the groups
other than the “Utah” Mormons will
obviously be new and exciting for
most readers, Campbell’s analysis of
the LDS Church is also quite laudable
and worthy of close attention. He narrates the fascinating progression of
how the Church went from viewing
Zion in Independence as something
that needed to be immediately established (48) to a future incentive to be
used as a “carrot-before-the-horse
teaching” in order to inspire the Saints
to build up Utah (129). Today, references to Zion are rarely taken to mean
the specific location of Jackson County,
and Church leaders almost never mention Missouri in reference to the future
hopes of the millennial day (200). The
author does an exemplary job of identifying the tensions that exist among
believers today while speculating on
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what Independence really means in
today’s international Church.
Just like any other book, however,
there are parts to be quarreled with.
While Campbell often keeps remarkably objective throughout the book to
most of the different Mormon groups,
his tone at times seems harshest toward
the LDS faith. Also, he can sometimes
appear quite judgmental toward those
who hold more speculative views about
scripture and millennial prophecy,
such as the Church of Christ (Temple
Lot) interpretation that Isaiah 2:2—
“the mountain of the Lord’s house”—
refers to Missouri (257). Also, while the
book is commendable in its historical
accuracies, there are still a few small
errors, including stating that the Saints
bought the temple land in 1832 (46),
rather than 1831. But these are minor
quibbles, and they do not detract from
the overall quality of the work.
While many other important
themes and points could be presented
as evidence for this book’s importance,
I will single out three that I feel are
especially meaningful. First, the book
was published by University of Tennessee Press, which is a new publisher
to the Mormon scholarship scene. Second, as a geographical study, it is a
new framework in which to explore
Mormon history. I especially appreciated chapter 9, entitled “Independence
Classified,” where Campbell places
the Mormon view of Zion within the
larger view of other “sacred spaces,”
particularly in Asia. And third, I really
enjoyed the fact that the study looked
at several different groups within the
larger Mormon movement, a trend
that this reviewer hopes will continue.
Overall, this is a significant book that
deserves much more attention than it
has heretofore been given.
—Benjamin E. Park

Sergeant Nibley, PhD: Memories of an
Unlikely Screaming Eagle, by Hugh
Nibley and Alex Nibley (Salt Lake City:
Shadow Mountain, 2006)
Alex Nibley has taken his training
as a playwright and filmmaker to bring
readers an important book about his
father’s wartime memoirs as well as the
larger context of war and its meaning.
The format of the book is unusual; it
reads like a screenplay or a documentary film that has been maneuvered and
cajoled onto paper. Readers are guided
in such a way that the authors’ voices
are interrupted often in order to bring
attention to ancillary material. Some
may find this interweaving of several
narratives frustrating; but if readers
are patient, they will be rewarded.
A highlight of the book is Alex
Nibley’s solid sense for story structure
and form. It is refreshing to find creative use of literary devices in a history
book. There is exposition, development, foreshadowing, and a recapitulation of earlier philosophical themes
that punctuates the contradictions of
war. This structure successfully heightens emotion in a way that the pages of a
well-crafted book of fiction might.
Readers follow Hugh Nibley from
his schooling at UC Berkeley (a period
of time that was almost not covered
in the book due to Nibley’s reticence
to publish letters that he felt betrayed
his youthful arrogance) to his mission
in Germany, where Nibley served the
people he later fought during World
War II. The book is full of personal
letters and diary entries that reveal
Nibley as articulate and moody with
a sharp, downright biting wit. Readers are also given insight into Nibley’s
keen spiritual senses as they follow his
“five o’clocks,” the vivid and oracular dreams that often occurred at that
morning hour (26).
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